THE  HEREFORD  EARTHQUAKE.            225

DIRECTION  OF  THE SHOCK.

Although no question was asked with regard to
the direction of the shock, no fewer than 469 ob-
servers made notes on this point. As a general rule,
their determinations are extremely rough, few re-
ferring to more than the eight principal points of
the compass. Moreover, in any one place, the
directions assigned to the shock are very varied.
For instance, in the city and suburbs of Birmingham,
eight observers give the direction along a north and
south line, eight east and west, eleven north-west and
south-east, and five north-east and south-west, while
there are five other intermediate estimates. But,
when these directions are plotted on a map of the
district, it is seen at once that they are either nearly
parallel or perpendicular to the roads in which the
observers were living; that is, the apparent direction
of the shock was at right angles to one of the
principal walls of the house. This, of course, is
a result to be anticipated, for, whatever be the
direction of the earthquake-motion, a house tends
to oscillate in a plane perpendicular to one or other
of its walls.

It is extraordinary to how great a distance the
direction of the shock is perceptible. Records come
from Brighton (137 miles from the epicentre),
Maldon in Essex (144 miles), Harrogate (147
miles), Douglas in the Isle of Man (167 miles),
Dublin (176 miles), and Baltinglass in Co. Wicklow
(180 miles).

Nevertheless, whatever the distance may be, the
sense of direction must be most perceptible in those
houses whose principal walls are at right angles

IS